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Claude Vaughn watches his house smk slowly in the weSt

Gwmg dnrectlons to ms house, Claude |
© Vaughn says, “You can’t miss it < it’s the
.White house sinking into the ground.”

. It's true — you can’t miss it. Take Wads-
worth Drive west off Pleasant Grove. Hang
a left on Hillcrest Street, then look for the
; three-bedroom ranch wnth the plungmg
. ‘roof line. "
What's worse than a smkmg house’
A partly sinking house. .
“If it was all settling evenly, it wouldn’t be
. S0 bad,” said Vaughn, a 40-year-old after- ~
' _noon-shift production employee for Buick-
+ . Oldsmobile-Cadillac. - #The way it. 1s, the

Vaughns that - thelr homeownexs’ pollcy
wor't apply until after the place collapses.
““ The thing that breaks Claude Vaughn's -
*heart is that lie’s been paying for the house
for 17 years. There is:only $7 000 left on the :
mortgage 5 !
"“I worked all that time to get it paid off Rt
'he said. “I'm 40 years old now and Ive got i
to start all over.” - e
" Repairing the house isout of the quahom 7
One contractor estimated that to raise the
o : * house, make the grading adjustments and,
: .1 .pour a new foundation would cost $24,000,
’ sion of the Bermuda Triangle, the experts ‘which'is more than the Vaughns pald for
* ‘house is breaking in half._ have offered several theories. 18 “"the house. ;.. Sy LT
' Little by little, the devastation is mount-. Some blame improper grading at the - Another contractor said. that wouldnt
* ing: Vaughn points to broken windows and-:~-time of construction. Some blame a shoddy  work anyway because tne house if raised, .
[twisted frames, doors that won't close, .. foundation. Some believe something large ... would split in half. .
_cracked walls, buckled ceiling molding, . —a main sewer pipe, for example — was a1 4T guess. I just: lose my property and :
'ruined duct work, a living room floor that - v dug out of the ground and that the house .ieave” :Vaughn said '\“because of some .
o feels like a ramp under your feet. i...23, was built on the site before the dirt resetﬂed‘ freak of nature* e
-*My 29-year-old house is falling apart Properly ; ~'. - Although the house was buﬂf in 1960, it- §
;and I can’t do.anything ‘about ‘it,” said: '« €ity" officials tell the Vaughns ‘lt'S the didn’t start going downhill until about 10
! Vaughn, who hv% there thh h:s wxfe, Eva - ‘builder’s fault. . ;- - years ago. In a snapshot:takenin 1975, the
‘ - The builder is nowhere to be founﬂ and i e E<hag 3 !
'} _As'to why the Vaughns happen to ﬁnd probably went bankrupt long ago..: -
{themselves living:on top of Lansing’s ver-- *:.:The Vaughns’ msurance agent tells the
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i L uidradisd) : Claude Vaughn stands in front of his. home on Hlllcrest Dnve whlch is stnkmg delly
_Sec HOUSE. Fage 38,5 - The walls inside are cracked, the roof is sloping and repairs are out of the question.’
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roofline is in its original form.

+ It was about 1980 that Claude
 Vaughn began to notice that his

ranch was becoming a split level.

+ “They told me it would settle a

little, then stop,” he said. “It’ll stop

when the house falls in.”

Vaughn is surprised that city of-

txcxals haven’t condemned the

house.

Not only have they not con—l

demned 1t they ve been raising
the Vaughns property taxes right
along.

“The house isn’t worth anythmg
anymore,” Vaughn' said, shaking
his head, “but my taxes keep gomg

~up.”

John Schneider is a'Lan‘sing
State Journal staff writer. His
telephone number is 377-1175.
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